EARLY LIFE

1851. Liberty in every shape was, in fact, an essential part
of this staftvart old Jacobin's political creed, while in the
domain of physiology and general science he was a convinced
evolutionist long before that conception of the inevitable
development of the universe became part of the common
thought of the time.

With all this the young Clemenceau was brought into close
contact from his earliest years. A thoroughly sound physique,
strengthened by the invigorating air of the Biscayan coast,
laid the foundations of that indefatigable energy and alertness
of disposition which have enabled him to pass triumphantly
through periods of overwork and disappointment that
would have broken down the health of any man with a less
sound constitution. Georges Clemenceau owed much to the
begettings and surroundings, to the vigorous country life and
the rarefied mental atmosphere in which his earlier years were
passed. Seldom is it possible to trace the natural process of
cause and effect from father to son as it is in this case. From
the wilds of La Vendee and the rough sea-coast of Brittany
circumstances of the home and of the family life provided
Prance with the ablest Eadical leader she has ever possessed.

At first, it appeared little likely that this would be so.
Clemenceau, entering upon his father's profession, with the
benefit of the paternal knowledge and full of the inculcated
readiness to probe all the facts of life to the bottom, took up
his medical studies as a serious business, after having gone
through the ordinary curriculum of a school at Nantes. It
was in the hospital of that city that he first entered as a
'qualified student. After a short stay there he went off to
Paris, in 1860, at the age of nineteen, to " walk the hospitals,"
as we phrase it, in the same capacity. It was a plunge into
active life taken at a period in the history of France which
was much more critical than it seemed.

The year which saw Glemenceau's arrival in Paris saw also
the Second Empire at the height of its fame and influence,
As we look back to the great stir of 184& wbdch, so far as